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Abridged Translation: 

As illustrated in Fig. 1, a search center 3 performs a search operation, on the basis of search 
information transmitted from a search terminal 1, to search for the name etc. of a music piece 
requested by a user of the search terminal 1. Result of the search is transmitted by the search center 
3 to the search terminal 1, which in turn presents the search result to the user of the search terminal 1. 
For the search operation, the search center 3 includes: a server 4 that performs a search process and 
transmission/reception process; a search database 5 that is an object of the search operation; and a 
music piece database 6. In the search database 5, there is stored, for each of a multiplicity of music 
pieces, information pertaining to the melody of the music piece, along with bibliographic information, 
such as the name of the music piece and names of the lyric writer and composer of the music piece. 
Rhythm information, lyrics and additional information of each of the music pieces may also be stored in 
the search database 5. The additional information of the music piece may include, for example, 
information indicative of the name of a TV program or commercial in which the music piece is used, 
(paragraph 0010). 

In the music piece database 6, there are stored items of music information (i.e., sets of audio data), 
as the substance of music pieces, in association with the music piece names stored in the search 
database 5. The server 4 can search the music piece database 6, in accordance with a particular music 
piece name searched out from the search database 5, to thereby retrieve desired music information, 
(paragraph 0012). 

In Fig. 4, processes performed by the search terminal 1 for search of a music piece are shown as 
steps F101 - F107, while processes performed by the search center 3 for the search are shown as steps 
F201 - F204. The user enters, via a microphone 25, part of the melody of a desired music piece in 
whistle, humming or the like. The search terminal 1 analyzes the thus-entered part of the melody to 
generate search information comprising notes of the melody, and then transmits the search 
information to the search center 3. Then, the search center 3 searches the search database 5 for a 
music piece that corresponds to or match the search information received from the search terminal 1. 
Result of the search is transmitted to the search terminal, (paragraphs 0022 - 0039) 
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